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Regional Management of Water Resources
A Case Study of Groundwater Governance in Shimosuwa Town, Nagano Prefecture

Yuko MORIMOTO
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SUMMARY

This article shows how groundwater resources have been locally used and managed in
Shimosuwa - town, Nagano prefecture in Japan. Japanese people have been familiar with and using
ground water and hot springs since ancient times. For decades, hot springs have been developed
throughout the country to promote tourism. AS the Hot Spring Law and the guidelines place a few
restrictions, hot springs development has been repeated without strict limits, the development and
management has been currently left to each region. For the protection and future utilization of hot
springs, clarifying the regional governance can be basic information for future development. In
Shimosuwa - town, hot springs has been natural benefit for the residents using them for both tourism
and daily life. This study shows (1) the characteristics of hot springs and the resident’s involvement,
and (2) consensus building and the early intervention of local administration are important for the
resource management.
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