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Trends in Kamishibai Culture III

Seiko Morohashi’s Views on Giant Kamishibai and the Art of Kamishibai

Shigeyuki TSUKAHARA
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SUMMARY
Trends in Kamishibai Culture IIT

Seiko Morohashi’s Views on Giant Kamishibai and the Art of Kamishibai

In April 2021, a giant kamishibai was performed in the city of Nagaoka in Niigata Prefecture. Giant kamishibai are
characterized by dynamic drawings that are 130 cm wide and 90 cm high. The author is Seikd Morohashi, a priest of
Senzoin Temple in Nagaoka City.

Giant kamishibai is not simply oversized. It incorporates various forms of staging that increase the effectiveness of the
kamishibai presentation, including the performance of original songs and the insertion of sound effects matched to the
narrator, manipulation of the kamishibai, and story development.

Drawing on the narrative of kamishibai author Seikd Morohashi, who has contributed to kamishibai culture with his
own unique methods for roughly 40 years, this paper examines Morohashi’s own life history and the characteristics and

artistic merit of giant kamishibai.
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