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Reporting Sexual Assault to the Police

— A Qualitative Analysis of Interviews With Victims—
Kaori OKAMOTO?, Azusa SAITO?, Yuko OTAKE?

Abstract

To clarify how victims of sexual violence consulted and reported the assault to the police, interviews were conducted with 31
survivors of sexual assault. Essential to survivors who reported the assault to the police and filed criminal proceedings were the
determination and perseverance to report the crime, the willingness to express distress and receive support, and a strong sense of
ethics and mission. We make the following suggestions to reduce the burden on victims who consult the police and file criminal
proceedings. 1. Persons involved in handling criminal proceedings should take care not to cause secondary damage to the victim. 2.
Persons who the victim consult should not impose incorrect information or his/her opinion on the victim. Appropriate information
should be provided to the victim to support the victim's self-decision. 3. Information should be widely disseminated about what
sexual violence is, what can be done after the assault (for recovery), and support organizations.
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