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Trends in Kamishibai Culture I
Current status and issues, as seen in the practice of performer Shigeyuki Noma

Shigeyuki Tsukahara
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SUMMARY

Kamishibai, a cultural asset for children unique to Japan, has a history of almost 90 years.

This paper researches Shigeyuki Noma, a former elementary school teacher who is well known as a kamishibai
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performer among kamishibai experts and enthusiasts. Noma began performing kamishibai in eamest after

retiring from his elementary school teaching position. As of the end of December 2017, Noma had given a total

of 4,080 performances since 2001. This paper examines Noma’s motivations for continuing to perform
kamishibai, based on his life history, and through research also considers the issues that will challenge the next

generation of kamishibai performers in their performances.
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