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SUMMARY

The Japanese fundamental law of education has been revised, in 2006, after a serious
controversy. The revised version of this law includes articles concerning the patriotism
which had been included in the curriculum of moral education in Japanese compulsory
education for last 40 years. The curriculum is supposed to be based on the fundamental law.
The articles about patriotism, however, the curriculum preceded the law and the fundamental

law seems to be based on the curriculum. Why has this reverse happened? This thesis
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examines the nature of the articles of patriotism and discusses the nationalism which might

be the result of this kind of revision.
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