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Voluntary Compensation by the German Government to the

Victims of the Holocaust

Dorothee Takatsu

Fifty years after the end of World War II, Germany still continues its payments to the

victims of the Holocaust. These payments were not required by international law, but were

initiated by post—war West Germany’s first Chancellor, Konrad Adenauer, as a moral

obligation towards the victims.

Payments were divided into global payments given to

Israel, Jewish organizations and several foreign countries, and personal payments to Jewish

survivors and other groups of victims.
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