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SUMMARY

This paper presents the possibility of mutual understanding between the Japanese and the Mongols through a critical
reading of Shiba Ryotaro(1923-1996)’s works.

Among Japanese poets and novelists, there are four types of attitudes towards the Mongols: 1 ) Universalism that leads
to denial of existence ii ) Universalism that leads to self-assimilation without environmental and cultural context iii)
Essentialism that presumes the Mongols to be incomprehensible and unacceptable others iv) Essentialism that
presumes the Mongols to be empathetic others who have a virtue that the Japanese have not, or have already lost. The

unique attitude of Shiba Ryotaro, which belongs to the last type, had been shaped in his school days when he was
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learning the Mongolian language.

The Mongols, in Shiba’s early works (e.g. “Perushano Genjutsushi (1956) ', “Gobino Kyodo(1957)”), were a simple
people who pursue their desires. While in the work of his late years (e.g. “Sogennno Ki (1992)”, “Fujinsho (1996)), he
described the Mongols as the most disinterested people in the world. These two opposite images were created for the
same purpose, which was to encourage the Japanese readers and give them hope in cach era, at the height of Japan's
economic boom and in the post-bubble period. Hence, at first, the Mongolian translations of Shiba’s works were not so
highly evaluated in Mongolia. Most reasons were the same as those Donald Keene has mentioned as to why Shiba’s
works in English are not popular in the Western world. Moreover, there was another reason. That is the fact that he
chose a heroine, whom the majority of people in Mongolia would not accept as a typical Mongolian. However, for that
very reason, the readers in Inner Mongolia, who are facing an ethnic identity crisis every day, appreciate the merit of

Shiba’s works.

Recently, Mongolian readers can browse Shiba’s work on websites, both in Cyrillic and in traditional Mongolian
vertical script. Since their nomadic culture is in danger of extinction both in Mongolia and Inner Mongolia, the
idealized Mongolian image created by Shiba Ryotaro has acquired a new significance. The image of Mongolians with
nomadic ethics is necessary not only for the Japanese but for the entire Mongolian population, who want their own

hope to survive in globalization.





