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The relationship between fertility intentions and childcare support

An empirical analysis based on questionnaire survey to childrearing mothers
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SUMMARY

This study examines the relationship between fertility intentions and childcare support based on data analysis by
a questionnaire survey to childrearing mothers in all over Japan conducted in Feb 2017. We would like to
understand what kinds of social support affects fertility behavior of mothers who have one or more children.
There is a small effect on mothers who have one or two children in that their fertility intentions are mediated by
GAP index (Gap between expectation of the number of children and the number of rearing children) and their
feelings of satisfaction on family lives. In contrast, there is no effect on mothers who have three or more children.
Other variables are the natural experiences of the mother in childhood and the mother’s social capitals show a

small positive effect on their fertility intentions indirectly.
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